
HIGHLIGHTING THE MINISTRIES OF AMERICAN BAPTIST CHURCHES IN INDIANA & KENTUCKY
BECKY SEPTOSKI, EDITOR  •  VOL. 8 NO. 3  • MAY/JUNE 2010

The Baptist Observer MagazineThe Baptist Observer MagazineThe Baptist Observer MagazineThe Baptist Observer MagazineThe Baptist Observer Magazine

ABABABABABCCCCC-IN/K-IN/K-IN/K-IN/K-IN/KY Vision StatementY Vision StatementY Vision StatementY Vision StatementY Vision Statement
“As the hands and feet of Christ, compelled by his love, we will do whatever it takes

to reach the lost and serve our communities and churches.”
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Gather on March 6Gather on March 6Gather on March 6Gather on March 6Gather on March 6

Persons came from twenty-five
different churches in the two areas
to gather at Peru FBC for their
annual area meeting. They
worshiped to the joyous sounds of
the Judson University choir.
Yvonne Carter (ABC National
Ministries) led in a reflection on the
theme “A Light Shines in the
Darkness” based on John 1:5.

Participants learned in work-
shops about hospitality, family
ministry, mission projects in the
community, music and worship,
older adult ministry,
intergenerational ministry, youth
ministry, new member assimilation
and adult discipleship.

Peru FBC was a marvelous host
and provided a wonderful

Yvonne Carter encouraged and inspired
attendees to carry the Light of Christ into
the world.

The Judson University choir lifted their voices in worship and lifted the congregation.

atmosphere for learning, celebra-
tion and fellowship to take place.

Anderson’s Carl Erskine was
recently awarded the highest
honor given to an Indiana citizen.
The recipient of the Sachem Award
is chosen by Gov. Mitch Daniels.
“To win this award you must have
led a life which Indiana can be
proud,” said Daniels. Gov. Daniels
made the presentation of the award
to Erskine.

The featured speaker of the

Carl Erskine ReceivesCarl Erskine ReceivesCarl Erskine ReceivesCarl Erskine ReceivesCarl Erskine Receives
State’s Highest HonorState’s Highest HonorState’s Highest HonorState’s Highest HonorState’s Highest Honor

award presentation was
Notre Dame Athletic Director
Jack Swarbrick. Swarbrick
noted that not many people
can say they “played for
one team and lived in one
town,” as Erskine did by
playing with the Dodgers
and living in Anderson.

Former Los Angeles
Dodgers manager, Tommy
Lasorda spoke to the
gathering at the luncheon

following the ceremony. He said
any youngster would be wise to
look up to Erskine as an example.

Erskine gave praise to the
invited guests by saying that they
all had something to do with the
award. He also gave honor to his
wife, Betty, stating that “Betty led me
to the Lord. Without that, I don’t
know that any of this would have
been possible.”

Total Baptisms for the 1st Quarter of 2010
As of this writing, the total number of baptisms reported for the 1st

quarter of 2010 is 110. The following churches have reported baptisms:

American Baptist East
Bethel Missionary Baptist
Bloomfield FBC
Boonville FBC
Crossroads BC
Deer Creek BC
Denver BC
Edwardsport FBC
Eighth Avenue BC
First Missionary BC
Hayden BC

Osgood FBC
Peru FBC
Petersburg FBC
Pleasant View BC
Shelbyville FBC
Tell City FBC
Underwood BC
Uniontown BC
Versailles BC
Vincennes FBC
Waynetown BC
Wirt BC

Hope FBC
Huntington FBC
Judson BC
Lafayette FBC
Larkin BC
Little Blue River BC
Meadowbrook BC
Metea BC
Mt. Horeb BC
Mt. Moriah BC
New Castle FBC
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On SayingOn SayingOn SayingOn SayingOn Saying
“Thank Y“Thank Y“Thank Y“Thank Y“Thank You”ou”ou”ou”ou”

One of the things I’ve been thinking
about lately is how churches say
“thank you” to those who are faithful
and generous stewards of the
resources that God has entrusted to
them. When a person gives a gift to
other charitable organizations, the
response is almost always a thank
you letter within days. Often there are
stories and pictures of what happens
because people give to that particular
organization. While the local church
cannot emulate that every week, I do
think we need to be more intentional
about finding ways to say “thank you”
more often.

In an attempt to follow my own
conviction, I want to use this space to
say “thank you” to all of the
individuals and congregations who
consistently pray for and give money
toward American Baptist mission -
regionally, nationally, and internation-
ally. You make a tremendous
difference and I want you to know
you are appreciated. Here is a short
sampling of how your stewardship
makes an impact.

Your gifts enable our staff of Region
missionaries to serve our churches
and pastors. Every time a Region
missionary responds to a need or
question by phone, email, or personal
visit, American Baptist mission dollars
are at work.

When American Baptists respond to
an earthquake in Haiti or Chile or
Mexico, American Baptist mission
dollars are at work.

When children and adults are

Dr. Don Scott
Associate Executive Minister
donscott@abc-indiana.org

served in the name of Christ by the
Edna Martin Christian Center,
American Baptist mission dollars
are at work.

When overseas missionaries
share the Good News in a variety
of ways in Congo, Thailand and
many places in between, American
Baptist mission dollars are at work.

In these and in countless other
ways, you - through your gifts -
have made and continue to make a
significant difference in our world.

While it’s not said often enough,
loud enough, or well enough, I
want to say “THANK YOU” for all
you do to make American Baptist
mission possible. Real persons in
Indiana/Kentucky, across our
country and around the world
have been touched and changed
forever by the Gospel of Jesus
Christ because you have been
faithful and generous. Thank you
for making a difference!

SabbaticalSabbaticalSabbaticalSabbaticalSabbatical
ThoughtsThoughtsThoughtsThoughtsThoughts

Dr. Larry Mason
Executive Minister

larrymason@abc-indiana.org

“Sabbatical, A paid leave of
absence granted…for rest, study,
etc.” From January through March
of this year that was me. For three
months, I read books, traveled,
spent time with Pam, visited family,
painted the inside of our home, met
with executive ministers, national
staff and other judicatory leaders,
got up late, went to bed when I
wanted, and finished a cross-stitch
pattern I had worked on for
months. The phone hardly rang. I
wasn’t tied to my computer and the
endless string of e-mails that come

in daily. Did I say, I read a lot? Pam
and I got to know one another better
through long talks and trips to New
Orleans and Dauphin Island,
Alabama. We found that we liked the
extended time we had together. I
studied in Winston Salem, NC, and
spent time in a personal spiritual
retreat in the mountains of the South.
The sabbatical gave me time to think
and plan without having to be in the
ever stressful “response” mode. In
one setting, I could reflect on the past,
study for the present and contemplate
the future. Though the primary
emphasis for the sabbatical was to
study ways that the Region and
congregations can be more effective
in the time between pastoral
leadership, it allowed me so much
more.

It is good to be back, and though I
am falling back into the routine of my
ministry, the three months “away” was
wonderful. The time away allowed me
to grow personally and recharge my
emotional and spiritual batteries – and
I just want to say “Thank you” to the
Region for giving me this wonderful
opportunity.

If you haven’t taken a sabbatical, or
if you don’t provide the opportunity for
your pastors to take one, I encourage
you to consider it now. We will help
design a sabbatical experience for
you, your pastor and your congrega-
tion. We will gladly meet with church
leadership to share the purpose and
positive results it can provide for the
church.

A Season of A Season of A Season of A Season of A Season of GratitudeGratitudeGratitudeGratitudeGratitude
2010 Region Mission Offering

May-June-July-August

2 Corinthians 9:10-12 (CEV)

Building a strong and vital partnership in ministry
among the American Baptist Churches

of Indiana and Kentucky
To download resources regarding the Season of Gratitude

 visit our website at www.abc-indiana.org
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For the past two (2) years,
“Break the Chains” has been the
State Project for AB Women of IN.
As treasurer of AB Women’s
Ministries of Indiana, I’m very
pleased to report that the women of
IN raised $29,000.03 for the fund
in 2008 and $29,417.34 in 2009. It
is wonderful to be a part of this
worldwide ministry.

 The purchase of a 4-wheel
vehicle for the Bolicks, Missionaries

2010 ABW2010 ABW2010 ABW2010 ABW2010 ABW
State ProjectState ProjectState ProjectState ProjectState Project

By: Jo Besser

The Bolick Family

to Chile, will be the State Project for
2010. As I write this article, the
National news is reporting the
devastating earthquake that hit that
country this past weekend. The AB
Women have been praying and will
continue to pray for the Bolick’s safe
return to Chile. Please ask God to put
His protective arms around the
Bolicks as they serve in Chile.

There is still time to register for
the ABW Summer Conference
being held at Franklin College on
June 4-6. The committee has
worked very hard to bring
everyone an unforgettable
weekend. Many favorite activities
are planned, along with new ones
as well. Anticipate a host of
workshops, including something for
everyone! Prepare for an
awesome time of worship and
fellowship!

Registration is easier than ever.
Simply go to www.abc-indiana.org
to download a registration form and
glean other information about the
conference. The AB Women will

ABW Summer ConferenceABW Summer ConferenceABW Summer ConferenceABW Summer ConferenceABW Summer Conference
By: Nancy Bond

again offer half price registration to
“Full Time First Timers” who post
mark their registration by May 15,
2010.

The planning is complete and
prayers continue as the Conference
Committee prays for all who are
planning to attend. Please join the
committee in praying that nothing will
hinder anyone’s desire and plans to
attend the Conference. The AB
Women are claiming Proverbs 19:21,
as one of the theme scriptures: “Many
are the plans in a [woman’s] heart,
but it is the Lord’s purpose that
prevails”. God has a wonderful
weekend in store for AB Women who
will come together, celebrating His
purpose at the Conference!

The theme for the 2010 AB Girls
Gathering being held on June 4 – 6
is, “Be Rooted and Grow in Christ”.
As a tree requires the proper
amounts of light, air, water and
nutrients to flourish and grow, young
women also need to be nurtured and
receive plenty of Light as they grow in
Christ. Colossians 2:6-7 reads, “So
then, just as you received Christ
Jesus as Lord, continue to live in Him,
rooted and built up in Him, strength-
ened in the faith as you were taught,
and overflowing with thankfulness.” It
is vital that a tree has strong roots so
that it is grounded and able to
promote and sustain life. The hope
and prayer of this year’s gathering is

AB GirlsAB GirlsAB GirlsAB GirlsAB Girls
GatheringGatheringGatheringGatheringGathering
June 4-6June 4-6June 4-6June 4-6June 4-6

that the young ladies will come
away with the understanding of the
importance of being rooted in
Christ.

The Parable of the Sower will be
studied during the weekend. It is
important for young women today
to be conscious of what type of soil
they establish roots in. As it states in
the theme verse, Colossians 2:6-7,
“…we must be rooted and built up
in Him….” Pray for the young
ladies and leaders as they strive to
establish strong roots at the AB
Girls Gathering this year.

JOY Jamboree 2010 has come
and gone. Many little ‘sprouts, (AB
Girls grades 3rd-5th) missed out on
all the fun. However, there will be
another opportunity for the ABY Girls
of JOY to come together to worship
and praise the Lord as well as learn
more about Him!

Anyone wishing to help plan the AB
Girls PJ Party coming in October can
attend the planning meeting being
held on June 5th at Franklin College.
Contact Tracy Karnes at 812-498-
4448, 812-793-3033, or
musictjk@ymail.com to receive
information about the JOY Jamboree
and upcoming events. Also, visit
www.abwministries.org to obtain

Future Opportunities forFuture Opportunities forFuture Opportunities forFuture Opportunities forFuture Opportunities for
Girls of JOYGirls of JOYGirls of JOYGirls of JOYGirls of JOY By: Tracy Karnes

information resources to assist
young ladies as they “sprout up”
for Jesus. The AB Girls Facebook
page is also a source of information
as well.

Girls of JOY:
J – Jesus,
O – Others, and
Y – Yourself
G – Girls
 I – In,
R - Relationship,
L – Leadership, and
S – Service for Christ
Remember to contact Tracy

Karnes to receive information
regarding upcoming events and
the annual JOY Jamboree!

FFFFFellowship of American Baptist Musiciansellowship of American Baptist Musiciansellowship of American Baptist Musiciansellowship of American Baptist Musiciansellowship of American Baptist Musicians
Conference for Church MusiciansConference for Church MusiciansConference for Church MusiciansConference for Church MusiciansConference for Church Musicians

July 17-24, 2010July 17-24, 2010July 17-24, 2010July 17-24, 2010July 17-24, 2010
Green Lake Conference CenterGreen Lake Conference CenterGreen Lake Conference CenterGreen Lake Conference CenterGreen Lake Conference Center, Green Lake, WI, Green Lake, WI, Green Lake, WI, Green Lake, WI, Green Lake, WI

Visit the FABM website for registration and information  -   www.fabm.com

By: Carol Boyd
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Tell City FBC raised 182,804
pennies ($1,828.04) in support of
The Penny Project, a Children in
Poverty initiative of the American
Baptist National Ministries. The
funds were donated to the local
“BackPack Food for Kids
Program,” which provides
weekend food for hungry children in
three local school districts. Funds
donated by Tell City FBC will feed 165
children for one month.

The Penny Project began as a youth
project in New Hampshire, and soon
became a challenge to ABC-USA
churches to raise both money and
awareness for children in poverty

TTTTTell City FBell City FBell City FBell City FBell City FBC SupportsC SupportsC SupportsC SupportsC Supports
PPPPPenny Projectenny Projectenny Projectenny Projectenny Project

Barbara Mills, left, Mission Team Chair,
and Rev. Lee Brown, present the check to
Peggy Campbell, director of the Perry
County Backpack Program

nationwide. It is estimated that there are 14
million children living below the 100%
poverty level in the United States and
Puerto Rico. The national goal is to raise
14 million pennies.

PPPPPeru FBeru FBeru FBeru FBeru FBC Ladies Help Haiti andC Ladies Help Haiti andC Ladies Help Haiti andC Ladies Help Haiti andC Ladies Help Haiti and
the Congothe Congothe Congothe Congothe Congo

The Peru FBC ladies Tuesday
morning Bible study met
recently to cut, sew and roll 187
bandage rolls. The bandages
are made from sheets that were
donated by the congregation.
The bandages will be sent to

Haiti and the Congo.

One WOne WOne WOne WOne Woman’s Missionoman’s Missionoman’s Missionoman’s Missionoman’s Mission
Alice Lowry sits in her comfortable

living room in Logansport, IN knitting
sweaters for needy children all over
the world. In 1998, Alice saw a write-
up in Guideposts about the Knit for
Kids project, and answered the ad.

In return, Guideposts sent her a
sweater pattern with instructions to
use bright colors, and not to knit a
solid white sweater since in some
countries, white is for mourning. Alice
adds her expertise in stitches, design
and color combinations to make the
sweaters unique. They are distributed
to villages and orphanages where
children of all ages are in need of
warm sweaters. The bright little
garments are truly gifts of love.

Since Alice began her mission, she
has made 463 sweaters! When she

finishes four or five sweaters, she
sends them to Knit for Kids at World
Vision where they are distributed to
children in need in the USA and
other countries as well.

“There are a lot of things I’m
unable to do,” Alice claims. “But this
I can. This is my mission.”

With each box of sweaters sent,
Alice receives a “Thank You” card
from World Vision. The cards
portray children wearing or
hugging their prized sweaters.
Their happy smiling faces are
reward enough for all of Alice’s
efforts.

A devout Christian, Alice is a life-
time member of The Baptist Temple
of Logansport and resides with her
husband, Ed, along the scenic Eel
River.

Each Sunday night, children from Huntington FBC and children from the
surrounding neighborhood come together to learn about Jesus, to memorize scripture,
and to make new friends. Beth Ann and Pastor Randall Dubois, along with caring
adults from the church, devote their time, energy and gifts to making the ministry
possible. Some of the children and their parents have accepted Christ and have been
baptized as a result of this ministry. (see picture at right)

Huntington FBHuntington FBHuntington FBHuntington FBHuntington FBC “TC “TC “TC “TC “Team Kids”eam Kids”eam Kids”eam Kids”eam Kids”
Grow in FGrow in FGrow in FGrow in FGrow in Faith and Knowledgeaith and Knowledgeaith and Knowledgeaith and Knowledgeaith and Knowledge

And whatever you do, whether in word or deed,
do it all in the name of the Lord Jesus,

giving thanks to God the Father through him.
Colossians 3:17

On February 21, Iglesia Bautista
Emanuel licensed Oslirio Roque (L)
to the Gospel Ministry. Phyllis
Goodyear (R) led the licensing
service and is shown here
presenting the certificate to Oslirio.
After the licensing presentation,
Oslirio gave his testimony.

El 21 de febrero, la Iglesia
Bautista Emanuel concedió
licencias para el ministerio evangélico a Oslirio Roque. Los servicios de licencias fue
conducido por Phyllis Goodyear que está aquí presentando el certificado a Oslirio.
Después de la presentación, Oslirio dió su testimonio.

Oslirio Roque Licensed toOslirio Roque Licensed toOslirio Roque Licensed toOslirio Roque Licensed toOslirio Roque Licensed to
Gospel Ministry at IglesiaGospel Ministry at IglesiaGospel Ministry at IglesiaGospel Ministry at IglesiaGospel Ministry at Iglesia
Bautista EmanuelBautista EmanuelBautista EmanuelBautista EmanuelBautista Emanuel
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Second Mount Pleasant BC is
celebrating its 175th Anniversary in
2010. The church was founded in
June of 1835, making it one of the
earliest churches in Johnson
County.
   The cornerstone of the current
building was laid on June 10,
1928. It was dedicated and
occupied on April 14, 1929. In

Second Mt. Pleasant BCSecond Mt. Pleasant BCSecond Mt. Pleasant BCSecond Mt. Pleasant BCSecond Mt. Pleasant BC
Celebrates 175th AnniversaryCelebrates 175th AnniversaryCelebrates 175th AnniversaryCelebrates 175th AnniversaryCelebrates 175th Anniversary

1935, Second Mt. Pleasant was the
largest church in Indiana. The historic
exterior and stained glass windows
add beauty to the surroundings.
   The prayer of the congregation at
Second Mt. Pleasant is that they can
continue to be a place of worship and
hope as they have been for the past
175 years.

Jimmy Collins Installed atJimmy Collins Installed atJimmy Collins Installed atJimmy Collins Installed atJimmy Collins Installed at
Memorial BC, ColumbusMemorial BC, ColumbusMemorial BC, ColumbusMemorial BC, ColumbusMemorial BC, Columbus

On February 28th, 2010 Memorial
Baptist in Columbus installed Jimmy
Collins as their Senior Pastor. Dr.
William Griffith delivered the message
with Dennis Bickers giving the charge
to Collins and the church. The
installation was followed by a
reception. Several from Greencastle
FBC, where Collins served as
Associate Pastor, were in attendance
along with others he has touched in
his ministry. Dennis Bickers (L), extends welcome to

Jimmy Collins (R).

On Sunday April 11,
2010, eight young ladies
were baptized at FBC
Columbus. Their names are:
Abigale Smith, Faith Briggs,
Anna & Katie Emmert,
Bethany & Ravynn
Fulkerson, Emily & Molly
Nelson. All eight of the girls
had attended a discipleship
class taught by Dan Cash
and Lauren Skelton. It was wonderful to see each of them declare their faith
in Christ as Lord and Savior. 

Every Tuesday and Thursday
afternoon, 15-20 students from
Richards School, (located across the
street from FBC Columbus) come to
the church for “Homework Help”. A
group of 15 faithful volunteers spend
an hour helping the students with
number facts, working with them on
recognizing and using money, or

Afterschool Homework Help atAfterschool Homework Help atAfterschool Homework Help atAfterschool Homework Help atAfterschool Homework Help at
FBC ColumbusFBC ColumbusFBC ColumbusFBC ColumbusFBC Columbus

having the students read aloud.
Each child receives quality help
and attention. The program has
been very successful and FBC
Columbus hopes to continue the
program next year as an outreach
to neighbors surrounding the
school. 

Dot McMath assists Faith Briggs with her work.

In the fall of 2009, FBC Columbus
began work on projects to upgrade
the property both inside and outside
of the building. Many of the projects
were completed in September of
2009. While the outdoor projects
were being completed, upgrades to
technology were being made as well.
Improvements are currently being
made to the lighting in the hallways,

Columbus ProjectsColumbus ProjectsColumbus ProjectsColumbus ProjectsColumbus Projects

fellowship hall and the chapel along
with repair of leaks and tuck
pointing of the building. To help
finance these projects, a Miracle
Sunday was held back in
September of 2009 when
approximately half of the money
needed was raised at that time. 

On Sunday, April 4, Lauren
Skelton, FBC Columbus Children’s
Minister and the children of FBC
Columbus presented the early
morning Easter service entitled “He Is
Alive”.

The children presented a skit about
the story of the Sand Dollar and the
Children’s Ensemble sang.

All those in attendance were
presented with a sand dollar after the
service. 

Children Present Early EasterChildren Present Early EasterChildren Present Early EasterChildren Present Early EasterChildren Present Early Easter
ServiceServiceServiceServiceService

Eight YEight YEight YEight YEight Young Ladies Baptized atoung Ladies Baptized atoung Ladies Baptized atoung Ladies Baptized atoung Ladies Baptized at
FBC ColumbusFBC ColumbusFBC ColumbusFBC ColumbusFBC Columbus
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On Sunday, February 7, 2010,
during the Worship Service at New
Prospect BC, Bloomington, Justin &
Tyler Crohn donated their
collection of coins, totaling $102.32,
to the One Great Hour of Sharing
Haiti Disaster Fund. The boys are
active members of the church and
are also Boy Scout leaders in
Troop 136.

These exceptional young men
have demonstrated the generous

TTTTTeens Set Good Example at Neweens Set Good Example at Neweens Set Good Example at Neweens Set Good Example at Neweens Set Good Example at New
Prospect BC, BloomingtonProspect BC, BloomingtonProspect BC, BloomingtonProspect BC, BloomingtonProspect BC, Bloomington

heart that the Master
commends. In addition to
the Haiti project, they have
also donated their
collection of coins to the
Tsunami relief effort and
again to the Mynamar
tragedy — all major
donations for two
teenagers.

The boys have lost both
maternal grandparents within the past
three years. First, Grandpa Langlie,
followed three years later by
Grandma. Before passing, Grandma
Langlie gave her grandsons the
collection of pennies that Grandpa
had stored in coffee cans. Justin &
Tyler felt their grandpa would
approve of including the pennies with
their Haiti donation. Blessings and
hats off to these fine Christian
teenagers!

Amo FBC First Annual EasterAmo FBC First Annual EasterAmo FBC First Annual EasterAmo FBC First Annual EasterAmo FBC First Annual Easter
Egg HuntEgg HuntEgg HuntEgg HuntEgg Hunt By: Becky Badger

EVERYONE WAS A WINNER!
Amo FBC held its first Easter Egg
Hunt on Saturday, April 3,
2010. Approximately 2,000 EGGS
were filled with a variety of candy,
small toys and/or money, and
prizes. Before the event began,
everyone gathered in the church
sanctuary so Pastor Shelly could
ask God’s blessing on the event and
share God’s love with all those in
attendance. The children enjoyed
hunting for eggs. Tyler Foncannon
won the Jelly Bean Contest and
Shawn Webster won the Egg
Decorating Contest with his very
meaningful use of eggs depicting an
empty tomb and the Risen Christ!
Lynn Smedley won “Most Eggs
Found At Yard Sales Award”. Church

and community members were
very generous with donations
of eggs, candy, toys, time, money,
creativity and
resourcefulness. Amo Pizza
provided gift cards for special
prizes. Pastor Shelly and the
Christian Education Committee
organized the event. Plans are
being made to make the Easter
Egg Hunt an annual event.

 

Brazil FBC recently celebrated a
Christian version of the Passover
Seder Service. Pastor Mark
Thompson led the Maundy
Thursday Service to a large crowd
of participants explaining the
significance of each of the food

Brazil FBC Seder ServiceBrazil FBC Seder ServiceBrazil FBC Seder ServiceBrazil FBC Seder ServiceBrazil FBC Seder Service

Mark Thompson (second from left) along with Deacons, served the congregation
at the Seder service

items as they were served. The
deacons served the congregation
and participated with the pastor. It was
a meaningful service for FBC Brazil
members and guests from the
community.

Brazil FBC met their goal of $1,000
for the America for Christ (AFC)
Offering. The goal was met through
generous envelope donations as well
as a variety of
activities. One creative
activity used to raise
money for the offering
was implemented on
four(4) consecutive
Sundays. A basket with
the name of a variety
of household items was
prepared. Each
Sunday, one of the
youth would come
forward to draw the
name of one item such as a TV, pots
and pans, DVDs, etc. Each family
would multiply the number of the item
chosen they have at home by a
specific amount given and would
bring that amount the next Sunday to
donate to AFC. It was a great way for
the congregation to thank God for his

Brazil FBC AFC Offering GoalBrazil FBC AFC Offering GoalBrazil FBC AFC Offering GoalBrazil FBC AFC Offering GoalBrazil FBC AFC Offering Goal

The picture above is taken from
another activity, the AFC
Walk-a-thon, organized by Evelyn
Nevins and the mission committee.
Following the walk participants   met
at the church for a delicious and
bountiful brunch.

abundance in their lives.
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A few years ago, we remodeled
our kitchen. We chose dark,
burnished brown, matte finish drawer
pulls for the new cabinets. Now, eight
years later, a few of those cabinet
knobs have become a shiny, polished
brown. They are the ones that have
received the most use. The ones
which have been most touched by
our hands. It is the same with us. We
become polished as we are
encouraged or “touched” by our
fellow Christians. This is especially
true for those in the teaching ministry
of our churches.

Now is a good time to start thinking
about how we can recognize our
church school teachers by thinking of
ways we can help them feel God’s
hand upon them and help them to
shine. You might want to consider
feeding them – both their bodies and
their souls. A teacher appreciation
meal whether it is a breakfast before
church, lunch after church, or a
banquet at some other time is a
popular plan. Even a dessert buffet
(with lots of chocolate!) or a goody
bag (also with chocolate!) is
appreciated. Feed the souls of your
teachers with gifts of books or
devotional materials. Provide training
for them or inspirational opportunities
by contacting Discipleship Partners.
Simple thank you notes, emphasizing
something each does especially well,
are also good for the soul.  Even

Giving Thanks forGiving Thanks forGiving Thanks forGiving Thanks forGiving Thanks for
Church SchoolChurch SchoolChurch SchoolChurch SchoolChurch School
TTTTTeacherseacherseacherseacherseachers
By: Ruth Proctor

special awards can be given such
as, the “always on time” award or
the “good listener” award, making
sure that every teacher is honored
in this way.

Let your teachers know that they
are appreciated by providing them
with a coupon book filled with
discount offers from the merchants
in your town. Plant flowers in their
honor this spring.  Highlight a
different teacher periodically in the
bulletin or each month in the church
newsletter, or use a prominent
bulletin board for the same
purpose. Have a “blessing”
ceremony. Bless the backpacks this
fall, the children and youth as they
begin school, and the teachers as
they begin a new year as well.
Another idea is to have a
ceremony of thanksgiving in late
spring for all the accomplishments
of the past year.

Praise!  Encourage!  Show your
appreciation in any way that seems
appropriate for those who so
willingly serve your church as
teachers of young people and
adults. Help them shine as they feel
God’s hand upon them through the
thanks of your congregation.

Come join the ABMen of Indiana,
Kentucky, and Greater Indianapolis
on June 11-12 as they meet to
praise the Lord. Dennis Bickers,
author of several books on church
growth, will lead the men as they
“STIR UP (Revitalize), STAND UP
(Rebuild) and SPEAK UP
(Reorganize).”

The conference begins with
registration at 5:00PM on Friday,
June 11, followed by a wiener
roast at 6:30PM. The first session
begins at 7:30PM. Housing will be
in the new Retreat Center. Bring

AB Men’s ConferenceAB Men’s ConferenceAB Men’s ConferenceAB Men’s ConferenceAB Men’s Conference
June 11-12, 2010June 11-12, 2010June 11-12, 2010June 11-12, 2010June 11-12, 2010
SoutheasternSoutheasternSoutheasternSoutheasternSoutheastern
Baptist YBaptist YBaptist YBaptist YBaptist Youth Campouth Campouth Campouth Campouth Camp

bedding and towels. The Conference
will conclude with the afternoon
session on Saturday.

There will be a work project for
those who enjoy hands-on service
beginning at 10:00AM on June 11th.
Contact Don Hardesty (812-376-
7339 or email - don_janie@att.net) to
see what tools will be needed.

There will also be a golf scramble
beginning at 10:00AM on June 11th.
Contact Ken Miller (812-379-4382 or
E-mail - ken55miller@sbcglobal.net)
to make reservations.

The Baptist Student
Foundation at Purdue headed
to Pass Christian, MS during
Spring Break for a week of
service, fellowship, and plenty
of new experiences. They
worked alongside three Virginia
Tech architecture students and
South Coast Build and Design to
put finishing touches on a house
being rebuilt for a single father after
hurricane Katrina hit the area. Four
and a half days were spent on
finishing work such as painting,
caulking, tiling, and putting up
insulation. Evenings were usually
filled with devotions and fellowship.
The students also spent one
afternoon in New Orleans, taking in

Baptist Student FBaptist Student FBaptist Student FBaptist Student FBaptist Student Foundationoundationoundationoundationoundation
Spends Spring Break atSpends Spring Break atSpends Spring Break atSpends Spring Break atSpends Spring Break at
PPPPPass Christian, MSass Christian, MSass Christian, MSass Christian, MSass Christian, MS

the culture and sights of the historical
city.

Even after nearly five years, signs
of the hurricane’s destruction on the
Gulf Coast are still apparent;
foundations remain where houses
once stood, and many structures still
lie in disrepair. However, the calm
and refreshing atmosphere of this
area still prevails. It was truly a
blessing to have been a part of this
mission trip and to minister to people
in this area.

Every year, Judson University
sends teams of students on mission
trips to various countries across the
globe during Spring Break. The
purpose of mission trips is to allow
students the experience of service to
the less fortunate and the spread of
the gospel. One recent mission trip
was to Huánuco, Peru. The focus of
this mission trip was to raise aware-
ness about issues of abuse and
neglect of children to the people in

Judson Students Serve Christ inJudson Students Serve Christ inJudson Students Serve Christ inJudson Students Serve Christ inJudson Students Serve Christ in
MissionsMissionsMissionsMissionsMissions Peru. The team worked with a

group called “Paz Y Esperanza” in
Peru by helping construct a shelter
for abused women and acting out
skits in the market place. The team
members stated that as a result of
their mission experience, they have
a broader worldview of the
injustices in people’s lives around
the globe. They now have a
stronger desire to bring justice to all
people and introduce them to
Christ’s love.

OBSERVER ARTICLE DEADLINEOBSERVER ARTICLE DEADLINEOBSERVER ARTICLE DEADLINEOBSERVER ARTICLE DEADLINEOBSERVER ARTICLE DEADLINE
for JULfor JULfor JULfor JULfor JULY/AY/AY/AY/AY/AUGUST ISSUEUGUST ISSUEUGUST ISSUEUGUST ISSUEUGUST ISSUE
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Please remember to follow guidelines for submitting

articles  and pictures!
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2010 Conference on
Ministry with the  Aging
SAVE THE DATE!

TUESDTUESDTUESDTUESDTUESDAYAYAYAYAY
WEDNESDWEDNESDWEDNESDWEDNESDWEDNESDAYAYAYAYAYMay 11

May 12

Don HallsDon HallsDon HallsDon HallsDon Halls
FFFFFort Wort Wort Wort Wort Wayne, INayne, INayne, INayne, INayne, IN

THURSDTHURSDTHURSDTHURSDTHURSDAYAYAYAYAY
FRIDFRIDFRIDFRIDFRIDAYAYAYAYAYMay 13

May 14

Holiday InnHoliday InnHoliday InnHoliday InnHoliday Inn
Columbus, INColumbus, INColumbus, INColumbus, INColumbus, IN

Registration fees: $80 for both days; $50 for one day.
Featured Speaker: Edna Ballard

MISSION OPPORTUNITY DAYS
at TIPPECANOE CAMP &

RETREAT CENTER
May 1, 8, 15, 22

Plan your mission trip today and use your gifts at Camp Tippy.
God can use men, women, youth, and children in the work to be
done.
Come for a day or two or even a week! Your help will be greatly
appreciated!

There are a variety of projects to be done including:
Painting, cleaning, construction of picnic tables, cutting trees, &
constructing an athletic activity.

Contact Camp Tippy at:Contact Camp Tippy at:Contact Camp Tippy at:Contact Camp Tippy at:Contact Camp Tippy at:
(574)-834-4184 for more(574)-834-4184 for more(574)-834-4184 for more(574)-834-4184 for more(574)-834-4184 for more

detailsdetailsdetailsdetailsdetails
WWWWWebsite: wwwebsite: wwwebsite: wwwebsite: wwwebsite: www.camptippy.camptippy.camptippy.camptippy.camptippy.org.org.org.org.org

E-mail: tippy@abc-indiana.orgE-mail: tippy@abc-indiana.orgE-mail: tippy@abc-indiana.orgE-mail: tippy@abc-indiana.orgE-mail: tippy@abc-indiana.org


